winter 2018
Crawfish Bash sets world record in La Marque

The City of La Marque and La Marque Economic Development Corporation are partnering with
business leaders, school districts, the Chamber, local volunteers and community advocates to
deliver relevant stories, timely announcements and important updates to residents and
businesses in our city limits. Welcome to Inside La Marque.

La Marque IN REVIEW
BY MAYOR BOBBY HOCKING
For me, the New Year is a time of reflection and projection. As we look back on 2017, memories of Hurricane
Harvey and the toll it took on those directly affected still weighs heavy on my heart. As we continue to heal and
move on, it is important to celebrate our victories and successes from this past year.

LOOKING Back

La Marque Bayou Fest was a wild success, marked
by increased participation in our BBQ Cook-Off and
childrens’ activities. The decision to bring in bigger talent
resulted in another amazing year of concerts and we plan
to up the ante again on October 20, 2018. Save the date!
The Police Department was allocated six new positions
and anticipates being fully staffed with 36 sworn peace
officers by the end of calendar year 2017. La Marque
Citizens Police Academy Alumni Association hosted the
first Student Citizens Police Academy, where a group of
nine La Marque students attended a week-long course
designed to introduce them to the daily functions of a
police department and the criminal justice system.
La Marque Fire Department let a construction
contract for our new Fire Administration, Central
Fire Station and Emergency Operations Center
Complex. Completion is projected for March 2018. Nine
permanent Fire Fighter positions were created and
LMFD retained Class 3 ISO Insurance Classification, saving
citizens hundreds on homeowners’ insurance policies.
Utility Billing made the transition to Waste
Management, which brought better customer relations,
more services and city-wide recycling to La Marque. UB
established a new billing calendar and re-structured the
department for more efficient work flow.
La Marque Public Library increased participation for
signature events including Rock & Read, Fall Festival and
Stories with Santa. Along with participation in Galveston
County Food Bank’s food drive and two summer
feeding programs, library staff increased teen and youth
programs and increased volunteer opportunities and
involvement significantly.

LOOKING AHEAD

As of October 2017, Development Services issued
$4,083,857 in new commercial permits and $1,875,544
in commercial repair or remodel permits. For residential,
$14,991,788 in new construction permits were issued
and residential repair or remodel was $837,627.
La Marque Economic Development Corporation
completed a comprehensive Retail Trade Area analysis
and results show La Marque has experienced population
growth of 10.7 percent from 2010 to 2017. EDC identified
$1,498,874,612 in retail opportunity and reported
steady sales tax revenue compared to 2016. Plans
to revitalize downtown continue and renovations of
building facades in the Renaissance District are ongoing.
Finance automated accounting tasks and reduced
one position, which resulted saving $50,000 annually.
Municipal Court increased community engagement by
participating in National Night Out, Municipal Court
Week and distributing handouts to schools, public
and employees about traffic safety. Human Resources
initiated a Wellness Committee and employee wellness
programs.
Public Services filled 55 potholes, repaired 27 street
signs and repaired or replaced 4000 feet of residential
sewer line. The Waste Water Treatment plant was
converted to a “fine bubble aeration” process. In
conjunction with ancillary upgrades and replacements,
this $2.5 million project is designed to be more
efficient in process which equates to monetary savings
through reduction in energy costs. We know you don’t
like thinking about the waste water treatments – but
important infrastructure improvement was installed to
provide more efficient, less expensive service.

As I look ahead to 2018, I see excitement and promise. I am personally excited about the face lift at 401 Laurel
and our continued revitalization efforts in “Old La Marque”. Opening the new Fire Station, reconstruction of
our streets, including Bayou Road, repair and replacement of aging infrastructure and drainage improvements
in concert with the Drainage District are projects you can expect to see next year. We are ramping up our fight
against blight by funding more demolitions and empowering our Keep La Marque Beautiful Commission to
continue their great work.
Happy New Year, La Marque!

La Marque home to World’s largest crawfish party
Guinness World Record set in 2017

BIGASS CRAWFISH BASH FOUNDATION (BCBF) set the Guinness
World Record for “Most Boiled Crawfish Prepared in 8 Hours” on
April 1, 2017, at Gulf Greyhound Park Simulcast and Event Center,
1000 FM 2004, La Marque, Texas. The official record is 26,346.45 kg,
or 58,083.98 pounds of crawfish.
Event organizers promise that the 2018 event will be epic. It’s the
world’s largest crawfish party and YOU ARE INVITED! Save the date
for SATURDAY, MARCH 24, 2018, and join the fun at Gulf Greyhound Park. Crawfish
Bash admission includes ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT CRAWFISH from 1:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.,
a CRAWFISH COOK-OFF with at least 80 teams, vendor booths, Kid Zone, sponsor
area, LIVE MUSIC, Veteran VIP Tent and food from local restaurants. Tickets are $20
presale and $35 at the gate. Kids under the age of 10 are free. The Foundation developed a parking plan this year and with ROUND TRIP SHUTTLE SERVICE from Mall
of the Mainland for $5. Premium parking inside Gulf Greyhound Park is available
for $10 but only until 2:00 p.m. Live Entertainment includes Curtis Pollard, James
St. Pierre and the Honey Creepers, Doublewide, Shapeshifters and Kiss Alike. Patrons are invited to BRING LAWN CHAIRS but no coolers and no pets.
BigAss Crawfish Bash Foundation is a Texas non-profit corporation that works in
partnership with local charities that benefit lives of veterans, children and the
disabled. For the 2018 event, BCBF plans to donate 90 percent of their profits
to Camp Hope, Texas Special Olympics and local education foundations. The
leadership team is currently contacting sponsors for the 2018 event.

PHOTO CREDITS: D’s Events and Photos,
Beer Loves Texas Coast

BCBF Chief Executive Officer Quentin Severin, Chief Operating Officer Travis
LeDoux and Chief Administrative Officer Mark Crowder presented Mayor Hocking
with the official Guinness Book of World Records Certificate in November 2017.
According to Severin, the foundation wanted the world to forever remember this
event happened in La Marque. Follow them on Facebook or visit
www.bigasscrawfishbash.com for information and tickets.
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FOCUS ON ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
STEP UP TO A DOWNTOWN OPPORTUNITY
BY ALEX GETTY, LA MARQUE EDC EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
La Marque Renaissance District revitalization efforts
were jump started when the La Marque Economic
Development Corporation (EDC) purchased and
renovated the interior of 1130 1st Street, the historic
Guaranty Federal building. 401 Laurel is next up
and presents a unique opportunity for the right
entrepreneur or restaurateur.
As you may recall, the EDC hired Texas A&M University
through the Texas Coastal Watershed program to
develop a plan for the revitalization of our Renaissance
District. As part of the second phase, A&M held
community meetings and hosted an online survey to
determine the preferences of the community.
During the community meetings, the talk of additional
entertainment and eating places in the district was
a consistent theme. With a significant amount of
workweek daytime traffic already established, locating
a restaurant or café to 401 Laurel that will bring some
activity in the evenings and weekends would be ideal.
RPA Architects produced a beautiful design for the
building that is very inviting! They drew inspiration
from La Marque’s heritage and the story of our first

postmistress, Madam Ambrose, who is said to have
named our city La Marque, meaning “the spot” in French.
Cajun-influenced design features draw from the famous
French Quarter and traditional French architecture,
but adds a modern element of charm that blends with
our community. Once the plans are completed by
RPA, bids will be requested and the new facade will be
constructed, making the building look fresh and new.
Construction is set to begin very soon.
Because 401 Laurel is such an important stepping
stone in the City’s revitalization efforts, EDC will offer
incentives to bring this project to fruition. Incentives
will be customized to meet the needs of the investor,
but will likely include a grant to assist in the build out
of the interior of the building and a competitive lease
structure.
This is where our citizens can help. If you, or someone
you know, owns an established restaurant, bakery or
café and are looking to relocate or open an additional
location, let’s talk. The 16,000 residents of La Marque
know a lot of people! We’d love to keep it local so please
share the opportunity with your friends.
VISIT DOWNTOWN.CITYOFLAMARQUE.ORG FOR UPDATES.

TOP 5 SURVEY RESULTS FOR 401 LAUREL:

1. Café 2. Bakery 3. Coffee shop
4. Taco shop serving breakfast
5. Entertainment venue

TOP 4 REASONS TO CALL TODAY:
1. Established daytime population
2. Impressive EDC incentives
3. Budding downtown project
4. City and community support
Total Building Area - 4,627 SF
Total Indoor Seating - 80 People
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THE SCIENCE BEHIND
ATTRACTING BUSINESS

LA MARQU

BY COLLEEN MERRITT, LA MARQUE EDC PUBLIC RELATIONS

E RTA

An important factor in the economic health of a city is the nature and quantity of businesses operating within its
limits. Businesses create jobs and quality of life for residents, along with revenue for the city’s property and sales tax
base. La Marque Economic Development Corporation (LMEDC) performs analysis of our Retail Trade Area, evaluates
infrastructure, monitors skill and education of our labor force and measures the needs of our community in an effort
to draw new business to La Marque. Population, proximity of competing districts, business mix, attractions, traffic
patterns and demographics are reviewed to identify what types of goods and services are needed. Those needs are
considered opportunities for future development. Check out this peek into the science of business expansion.
RETAIL TRADE AREA is identified by mapping the farthest distance consumers are willing to travel to purchase retail
goods and services. The size depends on the variety of goods and services offered in the community and proximity
to competing markets. Knowing the size and shape of La Marque’s trade area is important because its boundaries
allow for measurement of the number of potential customers, their demographics and spending potential.
RETAIL LEAKAGE occurs when citizens travel to
neighboring towns or competing markets to buy
goods because there is a void within the local trade
area. Leakage numbers show us what types of stores
and businesses are needed and are considered
opportunities for expansion. In La Marque, there
is significant need for grocery stores and casual
dining restaurants. Leakage can also be caused by
competition when citizens drive outside the City to
shop at particular stores or eat at specific restaurants.
Attracting more of what people want helps keep
sales tax dollars here and creates local jobs.
DEMOGRAPHICS Based on 2017 data-Variable

RTA

1-Mile

3-Mile

5-Mile

2017 Population

97,186

8,365

38,344

73,130

2017 Workforce

40,969

3,237

15,184

29,939

Average HH Income $67,184 $52,717 $54,483 $59,939
Median Age

39.2

37.6

LA MARQUE TRAFFIC COUNTS

37.4

37.7

OPPORTUNITY IN LA MARQUE

$1,142,478,971
TOP 4 MOST WANTED
Grocery Stores
Leakage = $174,413,419

Restaurants & Bars
Leakage = $131,031,500

Building & Garden Stores
Leakage = $142,143,986

Boutiques & Shops
Leakage = $36,941,887

DAYTIME POPULATION refers to the number of people
who are present in an area during normal business hours,
including workers. This is in contrast to the resident
population present during the evening and nighttime
hours. Daytime population is an important measurement
when considering the success potential for restaurants
and retail locations.
TRAFFIC COUNT is a count of vehicular or pedestrian traffic
along a particular road, path, or intersection. This data
is important for site selectors and developers because it
determines how many people are traveling in a particular
area and helps calculate return on investment.

Source: TXDOT 2016

Interstate 45 - 98,226
FM 2004 - 11,785
FM 1764 - 18,770

To see our complete RTA analysis, visit LMEDC.com or
call 409-938-9258. Remember to shop local!
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EDUCATION UPDATE
By Melissa Tortorici
Texas City ISD, Director of Communications
Every day counts in Texas City ISD. It is important for
students to be at school on time every day in order to
be successful. Research shows that attendance is an
important factor in student achievement.
“Students miss out on opportunities to learn when they
are not in the classroom,” said Deputy Superintendent of
Curriculum & Instruction Susan Myers. “We realize that
there will be legitimate reasons for
children to miss school occasionally.
If a child is sick, we want them
to stay home and get better. The
important thing is to be at school all
other days.”
The impact is the same
instructionally whether the
absences is excused or not. Children
suffer academically if they miss 10
percent of school, or about 18 days.
That can be just one day every two weeks, and that can
happen before you know it. Sporadic absences, not just
those on consecutive days of school, matter. Just one or
two days a month can add up.
Good attendance matters for school success, starting
as early prekindergarten and throughout elementary
school. Studies show many children who miss too
many days in kindergarten and first grade can struggle
academically in later years. They often have trouble
mastering reading by the end of third grade. By middle
and high school, poor attendance is a leading indicator
of dropout. Developing the habit of attendance
prepares students for success on the job and in life.

“School is a student’s first and most important job,” said
Myers. “They are learning about more than math and
reading. They’re learning how to show up for school
on time every day, so that when they graduate and get
a job, they’ll know how to show up for work on time,
every day.”
Students who attend school regularly are more likely to
graduate and find good jobs. In fact,
a high school graduate makes, on
average, a million dollars more than a
dropout over a lifetime.
“School only gets harder when
students stay home too much,” said
Myers. “Sometimes it’s tempting to
stay home because there is too much
work or they don’t understand what’s
going on in class. But missing school
for this reason only makes it worse.”

“Parents can really send a message to their
children about how education is a priority when
they commit to being at school every day,”
said Myers. “We want our students to know
that going to school is a responsibility that they
should take seriously.”
Parents and students, we want you to commit to being
“here” every day this school year. Every day truly does
count!
The TCISD Foundation for the Future will be offering
prizes throughout the year for great school attendance.

La Marque Little League
registration open!
We need: 1. KIDS 2. COACHES 3. SPONSORS

Contact DJ Arvie at 409-996-4843 or LMWTCLL@gmail.com
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Registration is $75 and kids are provided with basic
equipment. Games and practice is held at Bobby Beach
Park, 800 Westward in La Marque. www.lmwtcll.com

Come and experience dynamic praise
and worship and powerful teaching of
the Word of God.

LIONS

VISIT: 601 Delany Road, La Marque
CLICK: ALCC.org CALL: 409-935-1606

CLU B

First time visitors, stop by our VIP room for a
special welcome gift.
Abundant Life Christian Center is open for worship and
the Word on Sundays and Wednesdays, prayer service
on Tuesday and Spanish service on Sunday and
Thursday. Children's and youth services available during
all regular service times.
Visit alcc.org for more information.

ABUNDANT LIFE
CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
• Accredited Private School
• PreK3 -12th Grades • Low Tuition
• Dual Credit Options • Small Class Sizes

EMAIL:
CALL:
CLICK:
VISIT:

abundantlifechristianschool@alcc.org
409-935-8773
abundantlifechristianschool.org
5130 Hallam Road, La Marque, Texas

Join our Pride
Open for membership

WE SERVE

We meet at noon on the 2nd Tuesday
of every month at the
ACU of Texas La Marque Branch:
920 First St. | La Marque, TX 77568
Service-minded men and women
working together for a better community!

Available 24 hours
Traditional funeral services
Cremation specialists
Pre-need arrangements
Monuments Headstones

Locally owned and managed by
the Crowder Family since 1959.

409-935-2401
401 Texas Avenue, La Marque

www.crowderfuneralhomes.com

Stay Safe:

Don’t Trim Trees
Near Electric
Equipment
• Call TNMP before trimming trees or working
near power lines or poles.
• Don’t try to cut a tree yourself if it’s growing
close to a power line or pole.
• Call TNMP, which will inspect the growth
and arrange for trimming, if needed.
• Keep people and equipment like treetrimming saws and ladders away.
• Even if you don’t touch a line, getting tools
or equipment too close can be deadly.
• Always look up before setting ladders and
before working on trees.

Contact TNMP
888-866-7456
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What’s Happening at La Marque Public Library?

By Amy Miller,
Library Director
FRIENDS OF LA MARQUE PUBLIC
LIBRARY RECRUITING NEW MEMBERS
Interested in taking on a leadership
role? Friends host an ongoing book
sale made up of donations from the
public. They volunteer with community events and play a vital role
funding library programs throughout
the year. If you are interested, please
contact the library at 409-938-9272
and we will put you in touch with the
right person to get you started.
SPRING BREAK PROGRAMS
Tuesday, March 13
10:00 a.m. Morning Movie
5:00 p.m. Book Buddies Meeting
Wednesday, March 14
10:00 a.m. Costume Party
5:00 p.m. Book Look
Thursday, March 15
11:00 a.m. Art Project
5:00 p.m. Family Movie Night
Friday, March 16
9:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. Game Day
Saturday, March 17
2:00 p.m. St. Patrick’s Day Party
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LA MARQUE PUBLIC LIBRARY ACCEPTS AND APPRECIATES DONATIONS WHICH
ARE CLEAN AND IN EXCELLENT CONDITION. Donations will be evaluated
and, if appropriate, added to our collection. Items are reviewed on an
individual basis in accordance with needs and available space. For items
not selected, they will either be put in our Friends of the Library book sale
or recycled. Remember, you can recycle damaged books in your green
and yellow Waste Management recycle bins. Once items are donated, they
become property of the Library.
DONATION GUIDELINES:
• Please bring your donations to the front desk during library hours.
• Please bring donations in boxes or bags that you can leave at the library.
• Please limit donations to no more than two boxes.
• Although we are unable to assign a dollar value to your tax deductible
donation, we can give you a receipt at time of drop-off.
• If you need assistance bringing in donations from your vehicle, we will be
happy to help.
WE GLADLY ACCEPT:
• Gently used hardcover and paperback books
• Large print and children’s books
• Recent bestsellers
• Antique and rare books in good condition
• Commercially recorded music CDs, DVDs and audiobooks on CD in
original cases
WE CANNOT ACCEPT:
• Items that are unhealthy to handle, dirty, moldy, smelly, chewed, wet or
otherwise damaged. As a general guideline, if you wouldn’t give it to a
friend, please don’t give it to the library.
• Boxes that have been moved directly from long term storage.
• Books with missing covers or pages.
• Soft cover books with crooked or twisted spines.
• Encyclopedias, textbooks, manuals or Reader’s Digest condensed books.
• Outdated items, such as travel guides or computer instruction books.
• Magazines and VHS tapes.
Thank you for supporting La Marque Public Library!

Breaking News... La Marque Fire Department is Moving On

By Gerald Grimm, Fire Chief
In April 2017, La Marque Fire Department embarked
on a challenging and exciting journey with a Ground
Breaking Ceremony for the new Central Fire Station and
Administration Building located at the intersection of
Salt Grass Point and Texas Avenue. The new fire complex
is La Marque’s first-ever capital project developed,
funded and constructed for a public safety entity.
This complex, which was funded by City Council in 2016,
serves as the second fire station strategically located
within the city. The Fire Administrative Headquarters will
also be home to a state of the art Emergency Operations
Center (EOC).
The new Central Fire Station was designed with
hardened building materials and construction
methodologies in mind to meet or exceed windstorm
ratings required by the Texas Department of Insurance,
affording a safe harbor for our emergency operations
personnel. The facilities are strategically situated in
an area less threatened by hurricanes, storm surges
and rising floods. The complex design affords quality
office space and quarters for the Mayor, Emergency
Management Coordinator, and additional decision
makers proximal to the EOC for short- and long- term
durations during emergencies.
The Fire Station will be home to a first line fire apparatus
and mobile intensive care medic unit, appropriately
staffed for deployment to the myriad emergencies and

non-emergency responses encountered daily by our
professional fire service.
The strategic design and location will afford deployment
of much needed and enhanced assets for fire protection
and related services in conjunction with the evergrowing demand for quality emergency medical
services for a significant segment of our community
experiencing rapid commercial and residential growth
along and in the vicinity of the I-45 corridor.
City Council awarded a construction contract in March
2017 to Sovereign Builders, Inc., dba Construction LTD
of Houston following a lengthy bidding process in the
amount of $5.25M dollars subsequent to architectural
design by Joseph Hoover and Associates of Texas City.
Although our construction schedule was hampered
by severe rainy weather during much of July, August
and early September, we are now back on track for
completion in late March 2018.

This long-overdue project is a
milestone for La Marque and will
have an incomprehensible impact
on the delivery of quality public
service affecting the preservation of
life and property for untold decades
throughout our great community.
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Completion expected

March 2018

Salt Grass Point

& Texas Avenue

State of the art

Emergency Operations

BUSINESS spotlighT
WITH ALEX’S AIR

KEEPING LA MARQUE COOL FOR 48 YEARS
Address: 706 Bayou Road Phone: 409-935-2496
Website: www.alexsair.com

“We are a family owned business serving
Galveston County and Bay Area Houston since 1969.”
Alex’s Air Conditioning is known for friendly, professional service and worry-free systems at a fair price. They
offer residential, commercial and light industrial HVAC systems and refrigeration. Alex’s carries Lennox and
Carrier products, offers emergency service and is committed to complete satisfaction, for jobs large and
small. We stopped by the shop for a chat with Troy Alexander. BY COLLEEN MERRITT, LA MARQUE PR

Alex’s Leadership Team

Troy Alexander – Owner and head honcho
Kathy Alexander – Leading lady, books and HR
Troy Crowston – Sales, installation guru
Val – Scheduling, spreading the love
Ron Oldham – Wise guy & employee for 32 years

Q: How did the business start?
A: When my dad started out, central a/c wasn’t

Q:
A:

Q:
A:

Q:

popular. Everyone was still using window units. He
(T.B. “Boots” Alexander) was an iron worker but got
into air conditioning because his buddy, La Marque
Councilman Jack Kivch, Jr., needed a trailer built with
mobile air conditioning. From there, the business grew.
How many employees?
We have 12 employees and we are hiring! We are
lucky to have a great group of employees, several with
years of longevity. But, we are busy and could use a
few extra hands around here. We always need good
people. It’s a competitive field and it’s tough to find
experienced technicians with EPA certification.

When did you start working here?
I was born and raised in this business. The shop
was my daycare and I was always here with my
parents and family. We spent summers here and
started learning the business when I came of age.
When my dad was ready to slow down, I took on more
responsibility.

Where do you see your business in the next
year? In the next five years? The next ten years?

A:

We are working on our third generation of
Alexanders. My son, Chase, has been working with us
full time for about seven years. It’s interesting to hear
the changes he’s suggesting as the business continues
to be tailored to younger homeowners. Millennials do
things differently!

Q: Any final words?
“I’d like to thank our loyal employees and customers
from La Marque, Galveston County and Bay Area Houston.
Without them, we wouldn’t exist.”
A Business Spotlight will run in each edition of Inside La Marque. What business should we feature next? Email
Colleen at cmerritt@cityoflamarque.org with your suggestions. Remember to shop local and support La Marque
businesses. #iloveLa_Marque
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Employee spotlight
WITH VENISHA HENDERSON
SHE ANSWERS YOUR CALLS FOR HELP
Name: Venisha Henderson
Job Title: Administrative Assistant
Start Date: May 21, 2012
Department: Public Services

What do you like
most about your job?
Q: What do you find
most challenging?

A: Trying to
complete tasks
and maintain
City and Citizen
requests with
limited staff.

My boss, Les Rumburg

Q: What three words
describe La Marque?

A: Historic
Growing
CapablE

Q: What does your department do?
A: The Public Services Department is entrusted with
improving the quality of life of our citizens through
parks, administration, construction, maintenance and
operation of existing and proposed streets.
Q: How many employees?
A: We do it all with 30 people!

Q: How has City of La Marque helped you in your
career development?
A: Still developing!
Q: What advice would you give to recent new hires?
A: Don’t take it personal.
Q: What is your favorite part about working for City of
La Marque?
A: Getting off at noon on Fridays.

Q: What does a typical day look like for you?
A: I answer phones and deal with the immediate needs
Q: Before working here, what was the most unusual or
of the citizens and co-workers. As one of many faces
to the Public Services department, it is important that interesting job you’ve ever had?
A: Being a mom.
I handle interruptions to my schedule with a positive
attitude and effectively set priorities.
Q: Where would you like to go on a dream vacation?
A: Dominican Republic.
Q: What is your proudest moment at the City?
A: Receiving Employee of the Month.
Q: Do you have a favorite quote?
Q: People would be surprised if they knew:
A: We don’t see things as they are, we see them as we
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are. - Anais Nin
A: I’m SHY!
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JOHN BRASHER RETIRES AFTER 26 YEARS AT LA MARQUE FIRE DEPARTMENT
In October 2017, Fire Engineer John Brasher retired from La Marque Fire
Department after 26 years of dedicated service. “John is a second-generation Fire
Fighter who chose a career of public service following in the footsteps of his father,
Captain John Brasher Sr. retired, Texas City Fire Department,” said La Marque Fire
Chief Gerald Grimm. “John served the La Marque Fire Department and citizenry of
La Marque with pride, honor, and professionalism for more than 26 years. We wish
him well in retirement and hope he enjoys each day to the fullest extent possible.”
TXDOT I-45 EXPANSION
Last year, Texas Department of Transportation announced plans to expand I-45 through
La Marque. Our city has more I-45 frontage than any other city in Galveston County. The
project is scheduled to begin in 2019 and will impact businesses and property owners
from FM 1764 to Galveston Causeway Bridge. The City has created a webpage where
updates, road closures and meeting dates will be posted, 45.cityoflamarque.org.
WHO KEEPS LA MARQUE BEAUTIFUL?
La Marque Garden Club and Keep La Marque Beautiful Commission have launched “Yard
of the Month” and “Business Yard of the Month” programs to recognize folks that are
dedicated to beautifying our city. Do you know someone with beautiful landscaping? Visit
beautiful.cityoflamarque.org to nominate or call 409-356-6990.
SBA ECONOMIC INJURY DISASTER LOANS FOR BUSINESS
If your business suffered substantial economic injury due to Hurricane Harvey, you may
be eligible for an SBA Economic Injury Disaster Loan. According to the US Small Business
Administration, substantial economic injury means the business is unable to meet its
obligations and to pay its ordinary and necessary operating expenses. The deadline to
apply is May 25, 2018. Visit harvey.cityoflamarque.org for information and resources.
LA MARQUE CRIME STOPPERS
Crime Stoppers is a community program designed to get citizens involved in getting
crimes solved. Monthly luncheons are held the second Wednesday of each month at First
United Methodist Church of La Marque, 1825 Howell. Lunch is from 11:45 a.m. until 1:00
p.m. for $7. Crime tips are anonymous and cash rewards of up to $5,000 are offered for
information. Visit crimestoppers.cityoflamarque.org or call 409-938-8477.

#ilovela_marque

