Get city news, updates and event announcements
delivered directly to your phone or email. Register

Spring 2018
The City of La Marque and La Marque Economic Development
Corporation are partnering with business leaders, school districts, the
Chamber, volunteers and community advocates to deliver relevant
stories, timely announcements and important updates to residents
and businesses in our city limits. Welcome to Inside La Marque.

Welcome from MAYOR HOCKING
Spring is in the air and La Marque is in a season of great prosperity and
purpose! We were recently named the second fastest growing city in Galveston
County and the number one city for real estate investment in the Greater
Houston Area, which includes six counties.
La Marque is quickly approaching the completion of our new fire station and
public safety complex off Saltgrass Boulevard and Texas Avenue. I am very
proud of this development because it is the first public safety facility built from
the ground up in La Marque’s 65-year history.
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City Council approved and funded replacing water meters with the latest
Advanced Metering Infrastructure (AMI) technology. The new meters will allow
more efficient leak detection and digital usage reports for customers. More on
that coming soon.

TEAM

La Marque’s Fight on Blight continues. We will hit the 100-structure demolition
mark and the change across town is apparent. Residential revitalization projects
that have been in the works for more than a decade are close to kick off with
resurfaced streets, sidewalks, street lighting and new homes in the Lake Road
corridor. We also brought back “Let’s Paint the Town”, which offers free exterior
paint and discounted painting supplies to La Marque homeowners.

RON CROWDER
CHAIRMAN
LA MARQUE EDC BOARD

The Renaissance District, La Marque’s downtown revitalization project, is
moving along as we work on our first building rehab at 401 Laurel Street. I look
forward to renaming a downtown street for one of our greatest La Marque
High School alumna, former U.S. Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison, who is currently
serving as Ambassador to NATO.
La Marque is my hometown and I am proud of the progress we have made. I am
proud of the joyful faces of La Marque’s children and young people. When I look
into their eyes, I see myself. I know their hope and I know their struggles. They
are what drives me to fight for the future of our great city. I love La Marque!

La Marque Act of Kindness goes Global

Evoni “NiNi” Williams works at Waffle House in La Marque. On the busy Saturday
morning of March 3, 2018, her customer was having trouble cutting his food. NiNi
stopped what she was doing to assist the man. Another customer saw the exchange
and snapped a photo. The story was posted on Facebook and quickly went viral. NiNi’s
act of kindness inspired Mayor Hocking to give a proclamation and name March 8,
2018, for her. At the press conference, NiNi landed a $16,000 scholarship to Texas
Southern University and every Houston-area news media outlet covered her story. AP
News picked it up, which led to positive media coverage as far away as the UK, Ireland,
Mexico and Canada. A reminder to be like NiNi! Always be kind.

CAROL BUTTLER
CITY MANAGER
CITY OF LA MARQUE

ALEX GETTY
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
LA MARQUE EDC
COLLEEN MERRITT, MA
PUBLIC RELATIONS
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CONTACT

LA MARQUE EDC
1130 1ST STREET
409-938-9258
LMEDC.COM

CITY OF LA MARQUE
1111 BAYOU ROAD
409-938-9202
CITYOFLAMARQUE.ORG

La Marque Fire Department is proud to host the
Fire Station Celebration Parade at 10:00 a.m.,
SATURDAY, APRIL 28, 2018.
The parade will begin from Gulfway Plaza, loop around
the fire station and end off South Garrett Street.
FLOATS WELCOME! Call 409-938-9255 for information
for follow us at facebook.com/LaMarqueFire.

EDUCATION UPDATE

four DISTRICTS, one COMMUNITY
La Marque has four school districts within the city limits. Students east of I-45 attend Texas City ISD. Students who
live in Delany Cove and Saltgrass Crossing go to Hitchcock ISD. Students from Painted Meadows, Westwood Circle
and Prairie Knoll go to Santa Fe ISD. The commercial cooridor of Sam’s, Walmart and Gulf Greyhound Park are zoned
to Dickinson ISD. City staff has been building relationships with superintendents from each district so we can stay
on the pulse of our community. We hope the Education Update will feature all four districts in future editions.

Your vote matters: TCISD Bond Election May 5, 2018
Texas City ISD Board of Trustees unanimously called for a $136.1 million school bond
election on May 5, 2018. Bond funds would replace four schools and support three
district-wide initiatives. This action came after a recommendation from the Facilities
Advisory Committee (FAC), made up of more than 70 Texas City-La Marque community
members who spent more than three months studying current facilities, educational
programs and student population. The FAC recommended replacing the following
schools: Guajardo Elementary School (formerly Northside) at a cost of $25.7 million,
La Marque Elementary School at a cost of $24.4 million, La Marque Middle School
at a cost of $44.5 million and La Marque Primary School at a cost of $24.1 million.
In addition, the FAC recommended district-wide improvements for all schools with
the following initiatives: safety and security at a cost of $6.5 million, roofs and parking at a cost of $9 million
and one computer for every student in grades 7-12 at a cost of $1.9 million. Should voters approve the bond
referendum, tax payers would see an 8 cent increase on a $100 valuation on the school tax rate. For example, if a
home was valued at $100,000, there would be $80 in additional school taxes for the year, which is about $6.67 a
month more than what those taxpayers are currently paying in school taxes. Citizens over the age of 65 or disabled
will not be impacted. For information, visit www.tcisd.org/bond2018 or call 409-916-0114.
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Employee Spotlight

Esther Bolton
If you call City Hall, there’s a good chance you’ll talk to Esther. Her main job responsibilities are answering calls
and helping citizens connect with whatever department can address their needs. According to Esther, the most
important (and her favorite) part of the job is greeting every visitor who comes through the doors of City Hall.

Q: What are 3 phrases describe City of La Marque?
A: Good neighborhoods, growing city, family friendly

Q: What do you like most about your job?
A: My supervisor and our citizens

Q: What three personality traits define you?
A: Caring, fun-loving, mentor

Q: What advice would you give to recent new hires?
A: Treat people as you would want to be treated

Q: What do you find the most challenging
A: Trying to solve customer’s issues or trying to find the
right person to assist

Q: Favorite part about working for City of La Marque?
A: Meeting and greeting

Q: What is your proudest moment at the City?
A: The day I got hired
Q: Before working here, what was the most unusual or
interesting job you’ve ever had?
A: Working for Nurse Manager in SICU, TDC Hospital and
then back to main campus for Care Management
Q: If you could learn to do anything, what would it be?
A: Anything that would make my supervisor’s job easier

Q: What recent experience made you a stronger?
A: Losing both parents 19 days apart
Q: What’s the best gift you’ve ever given?
A: Friendship to a co-worker when he needed me most
Q: What’s the best gift you’ve ever received?
A: My three children
Q: What is something you learned in the last week?
A: Be patient, take one step at a time

THE FRIENDLY FACE OF CITY HALL
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JOB TITLE:
RECEPTIONIST
START DATE - JUNE 24, 2014

FOCUS ON ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

I-45 EXPANSION UPDATE & IMPACT ASSESSMENT
TxDOT held a third public meeting on February 6, 2018, regarding the upcoming I-45 expansion project that will let
in two phases, the first being in 2019 and the second in 2020. Phase one encompasses construction from FM 1764
to FM 519 and is estimated to cost $122 million. Phase two includes FM 519 to the Galveston Causeway and has an
approximate price tag of $320 million. The project will reconstruct and widen I-45 from six lanes to eight.
TxDOT turned 100 years old last year. Over those ten decades, they have overseen expansion projects like ours
countless times. For La Marque residents and business owners, an expansion of this magnitude will likely be an
experience that happens once in a lifetime. Therefore, the process can be stressful due to the unknowns.
While TxDOT has been diligent in providing information and residents and business owners have been participating
in the planning process, there are still many unanswered questions.
If TxDOT purchases right of way from me, how do I negotiate the best price for my property?
Have I considered all factors regarding my business interruption?
Was I compensated properly for it, etc.?
Will there be an increase in road noise at my house after the expansion?
The common goal for TxDOT and City of La Marque is to have the least interruption to citizens and businesses as
possible. When the first schematics were released, about 20 acres of right of way were required for the project. As
plans have been refined, TxDOT has worked to substantially reduce the impacts where possible and now only 8.7
acres are needed for the project. Not all is perfect however, the expansion will still result in several commercial
displacements. The City and the EDC are particularly concerned with retaining those businesses and working
alongside them as an advocate. While keeping an eye on the challenges, we must also watch for and embrace the
long-term opportunities that this expansion brings.
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The Office of the State Demographer shows the population of Texas could double by
2050. The completion of this $926 million county wide project helps plan for that
growth and will greatly benefit La Marque and Galveston County. To help
ensure a good outcome, the EDC hired Dr. Bix Rathburn as a consultant
on this project. Rathburn will help the city navigate the process and
work directly with TxDOT to promote project enhancements. Upon
completion of the expansion, we plan to have safe sidewalks,
landscaping and beautiful new overpasses, similar to what
our cities to the north have. This project will change the
landscape of our city forever, and if we are strategic, it will
change for the better.
As the project progresses, City of La Marque will
post updates at 45.cityoflamarque.org.
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OPEN INVITATION
FOR INVOLVEMENT
BY COUNCILWOMAN CASEY MCAULIFFE, DISTRICT D
For years, I knew nearly nothing about our local
government. Content with my city services overall, my
attention was focused on my own life, family and work.
Yet, the longer I lived in La Marque the more invested
I became. I WANTED TO UNDERSTAND HOW
DECISIONS ABOUT MY CITY WERE MADE,
AND WHO MADE THEM. I logged on to the city
website and poked around. I found out who my city
council representative was and reached out. Eventually,
I decided to run for city council. (Luckily, running
for elected office isn’t your only option if you’ve got
questions for your local government.)
BUT HERE’S THE SECRET: CONNECTING TO
YOUR LOCAL GOVERNMENT ISN’T THAT
HARD. In an era of instant connection through
internet and phones, there’s multiple ways to align
yourself with folks who can help you. You’ll find that the
staff of women and men working throughout our city
value their work and when things go wrong, they truly
want to make them right.
In a smallish-but-not-so-small city like ours in Texas,
we are a “home-rule city.” This means our charter,
written by citizens of La Marque, dictates the rules
and proceedings of our city with limited interference
from the state. CITIZENS ELECT A MAYOR
AND COUNCIL, WHO THEN HIRE A CITY
MANAGER TO ADMINISTER THE CITY’S
DAY-TO-DAY AFFAIRS. Every person in La Marque
has a City Councilperson who represents their district
(A,B,C and D). The Council meet regularly to make
decisions for the City on behalf of the residents they
represent. EVERY PERSON IN LA MARQUE
HAS A RIGHT TO REACH OUT TO THEIR
CITY COUNCILPERSON WITH QUESTIONS
OR CONCERNS—it’s our job to have a dialogue with
the citizens we represent. We might not have the answer
you want—or perhaps not one you always like—but
we are elected to help you and speak for you, and that
means we want to know you.
For some, it can be intimidating or confusing to reach
out to to a nameless entity like ‘The City’ because the
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assumption is that ‘The City’ doesn’t care much for your
problems nor do they have time to deal with them.
From what I’ve seen during my time on City Council,
this couldn’t be farther from the truth. Yes, city workers
are busy and often have more things to juggle than
there are hours in the day. There are numerous issues,
problems, dreams and crises to handle, and the stakes
are high. Renowned journalist Jane Jacobs, who wrote
extensively about the nature of cities in the 1960’s,
summed it up perfectly: “Being human is itself difficult,
and therefore all kinds of settlements (except dream
cities) have problems.” These human cities are organized
by human governments. Each department is made up of
people who are employed to be problem-solvers in an
imperfect world.
Luckily, those human qualities that allow for error and
ambiguity are the same ones that enable empathetic
governance. From early civilizations huddled around
fires to the phone-tapping, car-driving intersectional
cities of today, people have organized themselves into
societies for safety, comfort and efficiency. Water should
run from the faucet. Trash should be collected. Order
should be maintained. Citizens should expect their basic
needs to be met, their voices to be respected and for
their city leaders to ceaselessly envision a better future,
for all their citizens.
Working for La Marque

YOU CAN BE A PART OF OUR EVOLVING
PLAN BY ENGAGING WITH YOUR CITY IN
SEVERAL WAYS:

LIONS

Join our Pride
Open for membership

CLU B

IF YOU’VE GOT A COMPLAINT, CONCERN
OR COMPLIMENT, log on to cityoflamarque.org
and click “Report a Concern.” You can also call the City
Receptionist at 409-938-9202.
EMAIL OR CALL YOUR
COUNCILPERSON—you can find them on the
city’s website. Click on the “Government tab” and
then “Mayor & Council.”
DON’T KNOW YOUR DISTRICT? There’s a
District map link on that same Government tab!
HAVE A QUESTION ABOUT OUR CITY
GOVERNMENT, MAYOR OR COUNCIL?
You can always reach out to our City Clerk. The
resourceful Robin Eldridge serves as the liaison
between Mayor, Council and citizens. Call
409-938-9259 for information.
Finally, the “HOW DO I...” SECTION OF
OUR CITY’S WEBSITE is full of links that take
you directly to the source for online bill pay, crime
reporting, city staff contacts and much more.

Swearing in, June 2017

I savor the trees and the peaceful quiet of this city.
I’m grateful for the diversity among my neighbors. I
love that we have enormous curbside recycling bins.
(Yes, really.) It’s an honor to be a part of this city at a
time when there’s such positive forward momentum.
If you’d like to stay connected with me or learn about
upcoming District D Town Halls, please email me at
c.mcauliffe@cityoflamarque.org.
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WE SERVE

We meet at noon on the 2nd Tuesday
of every month at the
ACU of Texas La Marque Branch:
920 First St. | La Marque, TX 77568
Service-minded men and women
working together for a better community!

Available 24 hours
Traditional funeral services
Cremation specialists
Pre-need arrangements
Monuments Headstones

Locally owned and managed by
the Crowder Family since 1959.

409-935-2401
401 Texas Avenue, La Marque

www.crowderfuneralhomes.com

Doug and Kitty Albrecht

Doug Albrecht

From left: Mindy, Clint, Kitty and Doug

Albrecht Construction is a home-grown, womenowned business in La Marque, Texas. They don’t
advertise, they don’t do social media and they
don’t have a website. They thrive on repeat
business and referrals. To find out more about
them, call and ask for Kitty, Doug, Mindy or Clint.
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Albrecht Construction
1223 1st Street
409-935-9307
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Downtown La Marque Business Spotlight
LONGTIME LA MARQUE FAMILY THRIVES
Doug and Kitty Albrecht met 50 years ago at La Marque High School. When
they were married in 1975, Doug went to work for Kitty’s father, Robert “Tiny” Anderson at Anco Plumbing. Back
in those days, Doug worked as a licensed plumber. Building cabinets out of his garage on Layman Street was a
hobby. An economic downturn in the early 80s slowed business at his father-in-law’s plumbing company so Doug
became a full-time cabinetmaker. Fast forward to 2018, Albrecht Construction is one of the most successful family
run businesses in La Marque. From their workshop off 1st Street downtown, the Albrecht family and their dedicated
team serve clients from Florida, Arkansas, College Station, El Paso, Houston, Galveston, and everywhere in between.
Sixteen full time employees build custom commercial cabinets for
the medical field, schools, board rooms, public safety entities and
municipalities. Houston-area clients include UTMB Galveston, UT Health League City, Clear Lake Medical
Center, Bay Area Medical Center, Kelsey Seybold, MD Anderson Cancer Center, Rice, Baylor, Methodist and KIPP.
A family affair:
Kitty Albrecht - President and CEO. Albrecht construction is a proud women-owned business.
Doug Albrecht - VP and COO. He concentrates on management, operations and estimating.
Clint Albrecht – Project Manager, Estimator, Shop Boss, owner in training
Mindy Albrecht-McMillin – Project Manager, Programmer, CNC Genie, owner in training
Gay Lane – Administrative Assistant, Friend, Confidant, smile generator
Q: What’s your biggest challenge?
A: We’ve got a great team in place now but we’re
growing and need more qualified staff. There is no
school that teaches cabinetmaking, and no classes you
can take. We developed a training program, and we’ll
teach, but candidates have to show aptitude and drive.
Q: What’s the atmosphere like?
A: We expect folks to show up and give us a good
day’s work. That’s all we ask. We don’t require anything
we wouldn’t do ourselves. It’s a close-knit, family
atmosphere. The guys BBQ or do fajitas most Fridays.
Q: Where do you see the business a year from now?
A: We are growing rapidly. I see continued growth as
we start the transition over to our kids. Our daughter,
Mindy, has been with us 20 years full time and Clint, our
son, has been with us 22 years. Soon they will become coowners and will start managing day-to-day operations.

Q: Where do you see the business in five years?
A: Still growing with a larger staff. I see Kitty and I
enjoying semi-retirement. We’ll just come in and help
the kids when they can’t keep up.
Q: Ten years?
A: The computer changes everything. When we first
started, jobs were measured and cut by hand. Now,
we use the CNC machine and Mindy does all our
programming. Who knows what technology will bring
10 years from now.
Q: Any plans for expansion?
A: We started in our garage. When we outgrew that, we
moved to a shop on Westward. We outgrew that and
moved to our current locaiton in 1993. I know the City
of La Marque has big plans for downtown… if the right
thing came along we’d consider it. I’m a firm believer in
“if it’s not broken, don’t fix it.”

A Business Spotlight will run in each edition of Inside La Marque. What local business should we feature next?
Email Colleen at cmerritt@cityoflamarque.org with your suggestions. Remember to shop local and support
La Marque business owners. #iloveLa_Marque
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SPRING INTO LA MARQUE PUBLIC LIBRARY

By Amy Miller,
Library Director
LET’S TALK ABOUT IT

Councilman Chris Lane has started a
new book club at La Marque Library
called Let’s Talk About It. Meetings
are held the second Thursday of each
month at 6:00 p.m. Upcoming books
on the group’s reading list include:
Not a Crime to be Poor: The
Criminalization of Poverty in America
by Peter Edelman
Discussion on April 12
The Global Achievement Gap: Why
Even Our Best Schools Don’t Teach
the New Survival Skills Our Children
Need - and What We Can Do About It
by Tony Wagner
Discussion on May 10

LA MARQUE FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY

Library lovers are invited and encouraged to join our Friends of the
Library. Become part of a dedicated group of volunteers who advocate for
La Marque Library, raise funds, sponsor programs and special events and
host popular used book sales periodically throughout the year. Contact us
at 409-938-9270 and find out how to join.

ROCK AND READ CELEBRATION APRIL 21

All are invited to the third annual Rock and Read Celebration set to take
place at the Library on Saturday April 21. Rock and Read is our spring
community-wide program hosted in partnership with the Jack and
Jill Clear Lake/Bay Area Chapter. Jack and Jill is a family organization
dedicated to developing children and fostering life-long friendships
with other families in the community. They provide cultural, educational,
recreational and community service opportunities aimed at enriching
the lives of children, making their mission complementary to ours at the
Library. Rock and Read will feature music, games, crafts, food and fun
outdoor activities.

WRITE HERE RIGHT NOW

Join our creative writing group! We meet at 6:00 p.m. at La Marque Library
on the fourth Thursday of each month. Participants practice different
writing styles such as journaling and Haiku and experiment with guided
visual prompts. Supplies are provided, and all ages are welcome.

READING ROCKS
SUMMER PROGRAM

Summer break is right around the
corner! This year’s theme is Reading
Rocks! We have loads of fun and
educational programs to keep children
engaged throughout the summer.
Highlights include: a visit from Pete the
Cat on June 14, Saturday morning Jam
Sessions and Wednesday afternoon
Rock Talks. Participants can earn books,
a PAGE
t-shirt,10a water bottle and other rockin’
prizes when they track time spent
reading or listening to books through
the summer. Registration kicks off on
June 5. Be sure to check our online
calendar for more summer reading fun.
You won’t want to miss out!
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ALWAYS AVAILABLE
A&A is your one stop for machining and fabrication.
Quality People Building Quality Products.

- It’s the A&A Way.

More than 60 yearS OF
service to the worldwide
petrochemical industry.

e join our team
m
!
Co
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409-938-4274
www.aagroup.com
aam.sales@aagroup.com

P.O. Box 219
3101 Texas Avenue
La Marque, Texas 77568
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City News and Events
LMPD SWEARS IN OFFICERS, WELCOMES TELECOMMUNICATORS
Officers Stephen Leacroy and Vincent Ramirez were sworn in by La Marque
Mayor Bobby Hocking, and telecommunicators Alisa Espitia and Angel
Fontenot were introduced to the City Council and attendees at the February
12, 2018, regular Council meeting. La Marque City Council recently approved
the hiring of six additional officers to the police department. Leacroy and
Ramirez are two of the six. Both officers are now on the job.
LEMONADE DAY GALVESTON COUNTY IS SUNDAY, MAY 6. GET STARTED TODAY!
Lemonade Day is a fun, experiential program that teaches kids how to start, own and
operate their very own business: a lemonade stand. By running their stand, kids learn the
business and life skills needed to set a goal, make a plan and work the plan to achieve their
dreams. Lemonade Day’s program builds self-reliance and financial literacy and introduces
important business and entrepreneurial skills. Registration is free. Visit lemonadeday.org/
galveston-county or call Councilmember Chris Lane at 409-392-6167 for information.
KEEP LA MARQUE BEAUTIFUL COMMISSION PLANS SPRING CLEAN UP APRIL 21
Keep La Marque Beautiful Commission is planning a citywide cleanup event from 8:00
a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Saturday, April 21. The event will feature three drop-off locations for bulk
trash, shredding services and a recycling education program. Volunteers are needed to
conduct cleanups around the city. For information, visit beautiful.cityoflamarque.org or
call Chiquetter Clayton at 409-938-9256.
NEW WATER METERS COMING SOON
City of La Marque will begin the process of switching to Advanced Metering
Infrastructure in April 2018. Citizens may notice Siemens crews around the city as we
switch out every residential and commercial water meter. The new smart meters
will be a great asset to our city and our citizens because they enable two-way
communication between utilities and customers. Citizens will be able to track
water usage and city staff will be able to quickly identify leaks. We’ll share
more about the new water meters in our next edition of Inside La Marque.

#ilovela_marque

